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Dr. Barry Amacker, Superintendent
Jackson County School District 

Greetings JACO Nation,

 As we look forward to the 2015-16 school year, I would like to thank you for another 
great year in 2014-15. As you will see in the following pages there is a great deal to 
celebrate in the Jackson County School District.

 We are particularly proud that all of our schools were once again A or B for the 5th year in a row, and our district-
wide graduation rate was over 84%. Additionally, we are proud of our 3rd graders and their teachers for a pass rate 
of over 95% on the reading gate assessment (with one more opportunity to go).  We have also been awarded the 
MSBA Lighthouse Award for the 4th straight year.

 We were able to occupy new buildings throughout the district this year with the completion of projects at East Central 
Middle, Vancleave Upper Elementary and St. Martin Middle Schools. Our extracurricular activities shined again, as 
usual, with superior bands and choirs, District and South State Champions as well as many playoff teams throughout 
the year. Please read the following pages for each attendance center for more details.

 We are excited about the addition of the new biomedical science course being offered at Vancleave High School 
in the 2015-2016 school year.  We are the first school district in the state to offer the class.  We’re also adding an 
Instrumentation course to our Career and Technology Center.  

 The 2015-16 school year is about to begin with online registration. You should have received a “snap code” for the 
online process in an email. If you have any problems you may contact your student’s school.  

 Through a cooperative effort by our students, parents, teachers, staff and our communities, I’m certain we will have 
another successful school year as we continue to “Raise the Standard!”

For your convenience, the school district calendar is being included in this letter along with our Children First Annual 
Report Card. 
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Dr. Susan Benson, JCSD Assistant Superintendent 
District Office

The Central Office Staff of the Jackson County School District welcomes you to the 2015-2016 school 
year. Our staff members are here to help support our schools in district-wide efforts and programs. The 
children in our district are our most valuable and precious resource and our hope for the future; therefore, 
our goal is to provide the support needed to enable each student to excel.

We are very proud of the accomplishments of our students and schools. Our schools have A and B ratings 
and our District has a B rating. Congratulations to our Career and Technical Education (CTE) Center, which 
had students who scored 1st Place in IT Service and Diesel Technology. In addition, three students scored 
2nd Place and three scored 3rd Place in the USA State Competition. We are very proud of these students 
and teachers. We also have a new and exciting program at the CTE Center. Our Energy, Operations, 
and Maintenance (EOM) Program is the first in the state. We are looking forward to our partnership 
with the MS Gulf Coast Community College, Chevron, and the Southern Company, which is a parent 
company of MS Power. This program will serve all three attendance centers. Everyone in each attendance 
center also does an excellent job to contribute to the success of our students. We congratulate all 13 
schools, the Food Service Department, and the staff for being recipients of the Bronze Medal Award from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. We appreciate the support we receive from our students, parents, 
community, and school board members. We have a wonderful partnership and look forward to having 
another successful school year.

We had an active summer pursuing many goals, which include writing federal applications; planning for 
funding; updating handbooks, updating technology including revisions to our online registration process 
and online testing, making student data base changes, preparing the online free and reduced lunch 
application; updating curriculum guides; conducting staff workshops; preparing for early intervention 
programs; and working on healthy menus. In addition, we are partnering with the community to enhance 
school readiness skills. Our online state testing went well. We will continue to upgrade technology district-
wide to ensure we meet all state requirements. We hope you had a great summer and a wonderful 
beginning to the new school year. Please do not hesitate to call for any assistance, if you need help. 
The following directors are ready to assist you, if needed: Career and Technical Education Director—Dr. 
Jerry Morgan; Business Manager – Stuart White; Human Resource Director – Laura McCool; Curriculum 
Director – Penny Westfaul; Technology Director –David Besancon; Special Education Director – Stewart 
Hurley; Food Services Director – Lark Christian; and Testing and Student Services Supervisor - Dr. Brenda 
Fore.  In addition, you can view our web page at: http://www.jcsd.k12.ms.us which will provide you 
with additional information. Our office wishes you a successful school year as we continue to work 
together to Raise the Standard!

WE ARE “RAISING THE STANDARD!!!”

Mary Tanner, JCSD Assistant Superintendent
East Central Attendance Center

Welcome to the East Central Attendance Center. The 2014-15 school year was highly successful due to the 
dedication of the faculty, staff, parents, and students. Our students excelled in the classroom and on the playing 
field. Our community supported ECAC more than ever and the support and enthusiasm for our children’s success 
is at an all-time high. These contributing factors have fostered a level of high expectation for all students who 
attend our schools.

Academic Success: Congratulations to East Central Schools for their academic success.
East Central Lower Elementary School: MKAS2 High Student Growth
East Central Upper Elementary School: B:  Rating MKAS 3rd-97% Passing
East Central Middle School: B:  Rating
East Central High School: A:  Rating 

Extra-Curricular Activities: Congratulations to the East Central teams and coaching staff who excelled in 
the 2014-15 school year. Our Volleyball Team won South State and was State Runner Up, Football qualified 
for playoffs, Girls’ Basketball qualified and participated in the first round playoffs, the Softball Team was the 
5A District Champs, and the Baseball Team was 5A South State Runner Up. Our Cheerleaders excelled in 
competition and placed 2nd for the large group division for non-tumble. The Band and Choir scored Superior 
Ratings in District and State Competitions. The Track Team had three athletes who qualified for the State 
Meet, Boys’ Cross Country Team qualified for State, and ECHS had a Powerlifter who qualified for the State 
Competition as well. The East Central Middle School Softball Team was District Champs, and the ECMS Baseball 
Team was District Runner Up. Hornet pride prevailed and our students took advantage of the many opportunities 
to participate in the extra-curricular activities that are offered at EC.
It has been a privilege to work with you and your children. Watching the students enter kindergarten this year 
and then seeing the graduating class walk across the stage were two of the most rewarding experiences an 
educator can have. It’s all that stuff in the middle that makes the difference. You are our most valuable resource 
and your support of our schools has been so positive. If I can be of help, please don’t hesitate to contact the 
administrative office. 

Registration Dates: July 22-24 & 27-28.  On July 23rd, we will hold registration from 10 AM to 6 PM to 
accommodate parents’ work schedules. All other office hours for registration will be from 8 AM to 3 PM each 
day. ECHS will host Freshman Orientation July 24th at 9 AM in the high school cafeteria.  Please do not hesitate 
to contact my office with any issues that you may have.  Please feel free to contact my office at 228-588-7025 
with any questions you may have.

WE ARE “RAISING THE STANDARD!!!”
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Dr. Michael Van Winkle, JCSD Assistant Superintendent
St. Martin Attendance Center 

Welcome to the St. Martin Attendance Center, located in St. Martin, MS. We are the largest 
of the three attendance centers with a student population of 4,348 or 46% of the district. The 
St. Martin office staff of Helen Fayard, Susan Ramsay, and I are here to assist you with your 
educational needs. Please do not hesitate to contact my office with any issues that you may 
have. Our address is 11000 Yellowjacket Blvd. St. Martin, MS 39564; Phone: 228-872-0256 
Fax: 228-872-0258.        

Academic Success: Congratulations to St. Martin schools for their academic success. 
St. Martin Upper Elementary School:  B: Rating  
St. Martin Middle School:  B: Rating
St. Martin High School:  B: Rating

Extra-Curricular Activities: Congratulations to the St. Martin teams who excelled last 
year (2014-15). St. Martin had 1,260 students participate in one or more activities last year. 
During the year, St. Martin won District Championships in the following sports: Boys Basketball, 
Girls Basketball, Fast Pitch Softball, Archery, and Girls Golf. The Football team had a winning 
record, Boys Basketball made it to the South State Tournament, and the Fast Pitch Softball 
team made it to the South State Finals. Cheerleaders placed 2nd in the State. The Girls Golf 
team finished 2nd in the State. Level one rating goes to our Marching Band, Concert Band and 
the Dance Team. Additionally, the St. Martin HS Band rated all Superiors at the MHSAA State 
Band Festival this year. St. Martin students excel on the athletic field as well as the classroom.

Facilities: Six classrooms and bathrooms were completed in the spring of 2014 and opened 
for the students to utilize for the 2014-15 school year. St. Martin Attendance Center has added 
new restrooms to our athletic complex for football, baseball, soccer, and track. A new middle 
school football locker-room has been added for 7th grade football. All of these improvements 
were made to ensure that our students and staff have the very best facilities to utilize.  

Our goal is to make St. Martin shine.

WE ARE “RAISING THE STANDARD!”

REGISTRATION DATES: JULY 22-24 & JULY 27-28

Todd Knight, JCSD Assistant Superintendent
Vancleave Attendance Center

Welcome to the Vancleave Attendance Center.  Due to the hard work and the dedication of our faculty, staff, parents, students, 
and community, the 2014–2015 school year was a great success both academically and athletically.  As we begin the 2015–
2016 school year, we will continue to hold the highest expectations of all our stakeholders in providing our students with the best 
education possible.  We will continue to “Raise the Standard” in all aspects of our students’ education.  
 
My office staff and I stand ready to assist you with any issues you may have.  You may contact my office at 228-826-3626 
with any questions or concerns.

Academic Success: Congratulations to Vancleave Schools for their academic success.

Extra-Curricular Activities: Congratulations to the Vancleave teams along with the coaching staffs who excelled during the 
past year.  In our first year to have a Swimming Team, we had 5 athletes qualify for the 4A State Meet with one swimmer winning 
a State Championship in the 500m freestyle, as well as 2nd in the 200m butterfly.  Our Girls’ Cross-Country Team was the 4A 
District Champion with 7 runners qualifying for State and finished 2nd overall at the State Meet.  Our Boys’ Cross-Country Team 
placed 2nd in District with 5 runners qualifying for State and finished 7th overall at the State Meet.  Our Football Team made it 
to the 2nd round of the 4A State Playoffs.  Our Baseball Team returned to the 4A State Playoffs after finishing 4th in the District, 
and our Fast Pitch Softball Team also made the playoffs after finishing 3rd in the District.  Our Boys’ Power Lifting Team won the 
4A District Championship and went on to place 3rd at the State Competition.  The Boys’ Golf Team placed 2nd in the District and 
4th at the State Tournament while our first ever Girls’ Golf Team won the 4A District Championship and finished 8th at the State 
Tournament.  The Tennis Team placed 2nd in the District with 3 players qualifying for State Competition while the Volleyball Team 
made it to the 2nd round of the playoffs finishing 3rd in District.  The Vancleave Middle School Baseball Team won the Conference 
Championship.  Our Choir made a Superior Rating in Site Reading at District and State Competition and our Concert Band made an 
Excellent Rating at District.  In addition, our Band, Cheerleaders and Dance Team did an excellent job of performing at pep-rallies 
and games which served to entertain our fans and motivate our teams in their quest for victory.  

We are very proud of our students and athletes and the job they have done both on the field and in the classroom.  I would like 
to thank our parents and the community for their continued support of all of our programs.  

Together – “We Are Vancleave”.  GO BULLDOGS!!

REGISTRATION DATES:  JULY 22 (8:00AM – 4:00PM),  JULY 23 (10:00AM – 6:00PM),  
JULY 24 (7:00AM – 11:00AM),  JULY 27 (8:00AM – 4:00PM),  JULY 28 (8:00AM – 4:00PM)
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Vancleave Lower Elementary:   B - Rating
·  MKAS2 (Kindergarten Readiness Assessment) - highest 
average score (745) in the district and 16th in the state.    

Vancleave Upper Elementary:   B - Rating
·  MKAS2 (3rd Grade Reading Assessment) - 97% passing
·  State Science Test – (highest mean score in the district)

Vancleave Middle School:   B – Rating
·  E-week Engineering Competition – 1st Place Overall
·  MCTM District Math Tournament Winners - 7th & 8th Grade
·  VEX Skyrise (Robotics) Competition – 5th Place in State

Vancleave High School:   A – Rating
· 86.4% Graduation Rate – (highest in the district)
· $4.1 million in senior scholarship offers



JACKSON COUNTY
We are “Raising the Standard!!”






