TWELVE POWERFUL WORDS
A frustration of many parents and teachers is played out in the following scenario.  The teacher taught an important lesson and taught it well.  The Parent helped with homework and practiced the skill. Both the teacher and the parent felt like the student really learned the material.  Then a test was given or even worse A STANDARDIZED TEST 
was given covering the material.  Then you get the results and your child did not perform well on the test.  When you asked them why they answered a particular question in a certain way, they explain to you that they did not understand what the question was asking.


Teachers started noticing that every time this type situation occurred, one of these 12 powerful words was in the question.  It has become clear that school and teachers must address these words in a systematic, in-depth manner to help students.  We should not have students missing questions they know the answers to simply because they are not familiar with these 12 powerful words. 


These 12 powerful words can help students in several ways.  First, these are higher order thinking skill words.  They cause all students to have to think at the highest possible level.  Secondly, With teachers and parents modeling these 12 powerful words in daily conversation, questioning,  and on tests and quizzes, etc. students will be exposed to them all year so that they are comfortable with them.  As a result, students are less likely to be intimidated by them on standardized tests at the end of the year.


Students know that District Assessments and the MCT2 
are different than the regular weekly test.  I have heard them say that the wording is different or the look (format) is different.  I had had parents tell me that students were unable to sleep the night before test day.  Although there will always be some anxiety associated with taking a test, everything possible should be done all year long to reduce the possibility of overreaction and to increase the confidence level of students taking these tests.  This is why daily practice and usage of the 12 powerful words is absolutely critical. It is hard to fear something you have been working with all year long.  Test anxiety is a huge issue and the 12 powerful words can help.

Total immersion into the 12 powerful words works best.  That is one of the reasons I am writing this article to inform parents.  Students must hear, see, use and experience the stimulating effects of these words daily.  Any hands-on, direct usage and assessment activities can only enhance their ability to recognize and internalize these words.  The 12 powerful words will work best when the use is systematic, deliberate and intentional.  The more we all use them, the greater the results.


These 12 words are “power verbs” because they “empower” people.  First they “empower” educators and parents by providing them with an invaluable tool to help students overcome things beyond the children’s control.  Secondly they are “power verbs” because they “empower” the students with knowledge and confidence.  


The 12 Powerful Words that trip up students on Standardized Tests are:

1.  Trace which means to list in steps

2.  Analyze which means to break apart

3.  Infer which means to read between the lines

4.  Evaluate which means to judge

5.  Formulate which means to create

6.  Describe which means to tell all about

7.  Support which means to back up with details

8.  Explain which means to tell how

9.  Summarize which means give me the short version

10. Compare which means all the ways they are alike

11. Contrast which means all the ways they are different

12. Predict which means to guess what will happen next


Each week we are introducing one of these words until we have introduced all 12.  You will see these words on the newsletters, on vocabulary lists, in classrooms, in the halls and the cafeteria.  Teachers are utilizing these words in their classroom activities to make sure students make them a part of their vocabulary.

Here are a few activities you can do at home to help your child internalized the 12 words.
1. Lunch Box Words:  put cards in their lunch box using the word of the week.

2. Use the words during the dinner conversation.

3. Play Trivia Pursuit games with the words.

4. Help your child make up songs to familiar tunes using the words

5. Do a 12 power word Scavenger Hunt during TV shows to see how many words they can identify.

6. Make a crossword puzzle using the 12 words.

These same 12 words will be used on every standardized test they take from now through college.  The possibilities of using the 12 words in absolutely endless and so are the results on your child’s education.  

I am hoping you have A POWERFUL YEAR!!!!!































